Stallfinder Postcode Searching Explained

Stallfinder uses a postcode-based distance searching system to allow users to find stallholders and
events within a certain range. There are several ways to implement this sort of system and we've
chosen one which generates results as fast as possible.

Our system compares the first part of the search postcode to the first part of the postcode of all the
possible search results. The system stores a table of distances between postcode zones and uses
this to report the distances in the search results.

There's a trade-off between the accuracy of the distance reported and the speed at which search
results come back and we feel this is the best solution we can offer given the huge number of
potential matches for any given search.

Example:
You're looking for events within 30 miles of RG7 8HA (Aldermaston, Berkshire).
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We realise that this sort of error will occur,
sometimes making results appear a bit too
close, and sometimes a bit too far.
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Of course, we need the system to work for all our users, so if you spot a major problem with the
way it works, we’d greatly appreciate it if you tell us: info@stallfinder.com
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